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Dear Member 
 
The summer period has been a busy one in the office as I 
have been processing registrations from many of you.  
There was a discussion at the AGM Open Forum about the 
reduction in female registrations over the last few years so if 
you have any comments on why you feel this has occurred 
please get in touch.  The minutes from the AGM are 
included with this newsletter. 
 
We have welcomed four new members over the summer 
period and will hopefully be welcoming a few more this 
Autumn. There has been a definite increase in interest in 
our beautiful White Park breed over the last few months and 
we have also received several enquiries about where to 
purchase White Park beef.  If you regularly supply a 
butcher or are able to supply ready butchered meat 
yourself please get in touch so that I can add you to our 
list of suppliers. 
 
We are also always on the lookout for good quality 
photographs of White Park cattle to regularly refresh our 
website and Facebook page.  Please email any photos that 
you would like to share. 
 
 
 
 
 
Jane Hampson 
Breed Secretary 

Jane 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Barker 
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By 1999 my herd numbers had grown too large for my available land and I was 
starting to think about culling some animals. And then, as luck would have it, in 
2000 a friend asked if I could ‘put some mouths’ in Crowsley – an old deer park. 
The current tenants were having management problems – they had no livestock 
but plenty of ragwort and thistles. The two of us decided to take on the land and I 
paid my pal in black heifers which he put to an Angus bull with success.  The 
cows remained in the Park and the calves were weaned at twelve months on to 
the village farm.  The bull and a companion came back to the village to a small 
riverside field.  By 2000 a new bull was on duty – Smoile Gilbert. The owners of 
the land had decreed ’No Bulls” thanks to a very supportive letter from Society 
President, Lawrence Alderson, they agreed that the bull could stay.  
Subsequently Gilbert was replaced by an Angus bull, then Strelley Bruno and 
finally Catfield Ivan. All of the bulls were so laid back and quiet that they went 
unnoticed by the walkers on the footpaths through the Park.   People were far 
more concerned about their dogs going in with the cows but the cows were dog 
proof and the dogs soon got the message. 
 
By 2013 the herd numbered 75 in total and I decided that the time had come to 
retire from keeping White Parks. Some old cows were sent for slaughter and the 
remaining 69 were entered in a Society dispersal sale at Thame Market. It was 
gratifying to know that most had gone to good herds and would make a 
contribution to the future security of the breed.   Seventeen of the cattle travelled 
over to the Isle of Man to establish a new herd on the island.   I also received 
some good news recently. One purchaser was a farmer butcher and when I 
heard his name at the Auction – I just thought ‘ beefburgers’. However, a local 
farmer who knew my White Parks tells me that they are now grazing near 
Oxford! 
 

Developing a thriving herd of White Park 
cattle takes many years of hard work, a 
little trial and error and being in the right 
place at the right time.  Council member 
John Barker owned the Collegewood herd 
of White Parks for 25 years before 
deciding to retire in 2013.  In our previous 
newsletter John told us how he 
established his White Park herd.  Now in 
his final instalment John relates how he 
developed the Collegewood herd.   
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 Twenty five wonderful years with the most beautiful cattle came to an end.  I 
learned a lot. I put my ideas of freedom farming into practice.  The Parks took to 
the ‘all year round’ outdoor life – they never saw a roof until the sale- forage only 
feeding and space to behave naturally as a herd, especially at calving. Bracken 
banks and copses make good hideouts for new calves.  So what tips can I pass 
on?  Always talk to your cattle – they only recognise you by sound and smell.  
The layman might think you are barmy but you know better.  Involve the locals. 
Your enthusiasm will infect others. Bring neighbours on side. It pays off when a 
weaned calf decides to go walkabout. When it comes to escapes, slow calvings, 
open gates, water leaks etc. many eyes are better than two.  Electric fencing can 
solve a lot of problems, believe me. Make it mains if you can.  Keeping cattle is a 
big undertaking. Stick to your dreams and all obstacles can be overcome. Just 
do it!  Contrary to the modern way, not everything depends on money. A lot can 
be done on a goodwill basis. For example I got my hay in the early days by 
helping to bale other people’s hay. I also took roadside hay which I collected 
loose.  Take on any ground you can. It is amazing how cattle can turn a 
wilderness into a grass field in no time – well, a year or so! If you say ‘no’ once, 
you never get another chance.  Water- can be a problem- but there is always an 
answer. A take off from a neighbour, a pipe from an adjacent garden tap. Twenty 
five litre cans in the back of a vehicle or a bowser – all are solutions. 
 
When taking on bits of land, they are usually only available because other 
people see problems – often access. But cattle can be run down garden paths, 
across lawns, via a neighbour’s gateway – where there’s a will there’s a way. 
Always let your enthusiasm rub off on those whose toes you are treading on. 
 
And finally listen carefully to muddy boots but take the collar and tie with a pinch 
of salt.  
 
 

OBSERVER FOODS MONTHLY AWARDS 
 
In July of this year White Park beef was nominated by the Judges of the 
Observer Foods Monthly Awards in their Best Producer category.   Following the 
announcement we had a matter of days to get several samples of well hung 
White Park beef down to London for the judging session, but Council member 
John Lean was able to speak to the butcher he supplies in the capital to do the 
honours.  Unfortunately we did not win the category this time round but our beef 
was the highest placed meat product and was highly commended by the chefs 
who judge the competition.  We are hoping that the competition has widened the 
appeal of White Park beef to a new audience and we are looking forward to 
hearing from John’s butcher that orders for our beef have increased! 
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ANNUAL BREED SALE AND SHOW 

Our autumn breed sale  took place on Saturday 26 September 2015  at 
Worcester Livestock market .  Once again our auctioneer was Clive Roads 
FLAA  of McCartney’s,  who has an unrivalled reputation for selling rare breed 
stock. 
 
New to this year was a pre-sale show which took place on the evening of 25 
September with rosettes and sashes being awarded to the winners of the 
classes.  Our thanks go to Council members David Graveston and Roy 
Critchlow and co-opted member Jessica Byrne Daniel who sponsored the 
three trophies.   Overall Champion female was Pennyspot Pheobe and the 
Heathylee cup, sponsored by Roy, was awarded to owner David Graveston 
(right in the photo). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The next day all six females went 
through the ring and keen bidding 
ensured that there was a total 
clearance of cattle sold to a busy 
ringside of White Park 
enthusiasts.  The purchasers 
were a mix of members and 
potential new members. 
 
We also mounted our WPCS 
stand at the market where our car 
stickers (more about those later!) 
and other merchandise were 
available. 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who 
supported the show sale as a 
sponsor, vendor, purchaser or 
attendee.  We would love to hear 
your thoughts about the event. 
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Annual General Meeting for 2015  

 
Saturday 6 June was the date for our Annual General Meeting and Open Day for 
2015.  Over 30 members gathered at the majestic Chirk Castle which nestles in 
stunning countryside on the border of Wales, Cheshire and Shropshire.  Our host 
for the day was member Guy Myddelton whose family has lived in the castle since 
the middle ages.  After our formal AGM meeting the members present were 
treated to a private tour of the castle led by Guy who related many tales of living in 
the castle as a child.  The tour concluded with a visit to the dungeons.  The group 
then crossed the gardens to the ha ha to view the White Park cattle residing in the 
parkland.  Red kites circled overhead as we took in the beautiful views.   
 
 
 

 

 

 
The second part of the Open Day was a 
visit to Guy’s nearby family home where 
he lives with his wife Emma.  The group 
visited new born calves and yearlings 
and also viewed a newly purchased bull 
who was just finding his feet in his new 
surroundings.  Emma provided a 
fantastic afternoon tea that was enjoyed 
in the conservatory. 
 
After returning to our accommodation for 
a change of clothes the Open Day 
continued with a three course evening 
meal taken in Chirk Castle.  Member 
Frank Sutton provided the entertainment 
for the evening and kept the laughs 
rolling in with his own brand of humour.  
An auction of a lawn mower and 
pictures concluded a fantastic event 
(see article below). 
 
We would like to pass on our grateful 
thanks to Guy and Emma Myddelton for 
making the arrangements with Chirk 
Castle and proving to be such wonderful 
hosts for the day. 
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Auction of donated items  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Following the generous donation of 
a John Deere Run 51 walk behind 
mower by Frank Sutton and nine 
pictures and paintings of White Park 
cattle by President Lawrence 
Alderson an auction formed part of 
the this year’s Open Day 
proceedings.   
 
Frank Sutton acted as Auctioneer to 
generate bids in the room whilst 
David Graveston and James Gill 
took telephone bids from two 
interested parties who were unable 
to join us in person.  Bidding was 
fierce for all of the items but due to 
time constraints we were unable to 
complete the auction on the day.  
However sealed bids were invited 
after the auction and all items were 
eventually sold, including two extra 
items donated by James Gill. 
 
The total income generated by the 
auction was £2520 which will all go 
towards helping to preserve our 
historic White Park breed. 
 

 

 

White Park Cattle Society 

encourages young farmers! 

 
At just six months old Elliot was the 
youngest member attending the 
AGM and Open Day with his mum 
Amy and dad Richard.  However 
the Open Day wasn’t Elliot’s first 
White Park event – he attended his 
first Council meeting at just three 
weeks old! 
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BRANDED T-SHIRTS AND CAR STICKERS 

 
Thanks to the efforts of Council Members Amy Cope and Jessica Byrne Daniel 
we are now able to offer branded White Park t-shirts and car stickers. 
 
There are a limited number of car stickers available to members free of charge 
on a first come, first served basis.  If you would like to receive one please send a 
stamped address envelope to Jane at the office.   
 
100% cotton branded t-shirts, modelled below  
so elegantly by Amy Cope and her husband  
Richard Cadman, are available at a cost of £12.50  
each to include postage and packing.  There are  
male and female versions that come in sizes small,  
medium and large.   To order a t-shirt please send  
a cheque to Jane at the office with details of the size  
required and whether you require a male or female  
version.  If you wish to pay by BACS please email Jane for our bank details. 
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White Park Cattle 

Society  

 
 

11 Church Street  
Marton 
Rugby 

Warwickshire 
CV23 9RL 

 
PHONE: 

01926 632560 
 
 

E-MAIL: 
whiteparks@aol.com 

 
Follow us on Facebook 

 

 
 
 
 

  

  

  

JOE HENSON  

Everyone at the White Park Cattle Society was very 
sad to hear that Joe Henson passed away on 5 
October after a short illness. 

Having taken on the tenancy of Bemborough Farm in 
1962 with his old school friend, John Neave, Joe’s 
desire to breed pedigree livestock and his pioneering 
interest in rare breed conservation led to the opening 
of Cotswold Farm Park in 1971.   White Park cattle 
are one of the rare breeds that are kept on the farm. 

Working with a number of like-minded 
conservationists, Joe was instrumental in the 
foundation of the Rare Breeds Survival Trust, which 
uses the head of a White Park as its logo. No breed 
of farm animal has become extinct since the 
formation of the Trust. 

As a lifelong champion of farming and education Joe 
received the MBE for services to rare breed 
conservation in 2011. 

We would like to pass on our condolences to all of the 
Henson family. 
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Photo above courtesy of Cotswold Farm 
Park.   
 
Photo right courtesy of Rare Breeds 
Survival Trust. 


